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DETAILED ACTION 

Priority 

1 . Acknowledgment is made of applicant's claim for foreign priority under 35 
U.S.C. 1 1 9(a)-(d). The certified copy has been filed in parent Application No. 
42965/2002, filed on July 22, 2002. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claim 1 is objected to because of the following informalities: 

In claim 1 line 3, the recitation of "a flexible IP" seerr&to refer to "a flexible IP in 
line 1, if this true, it is suggested applicant change to —the flexible IP— . 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by White et 
al (6,069,890) hereafter White. 

NOTE: White discloses that the Local Exchange Carrier can be 
bypassed/disconnected from the IP telephone network when using common 
channel signaling. 

For claims 1-12, 15 and 16, White discloses the method of registering an 
IP address allocated to a flexible IP Internet phone in an IP storing server (see 
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column 8 lines 36-44, the gateway obtains IP address from the internet address 
database); and extracting the IP address when a call with the flexible IP Internet 
phone is required (see column 8 lines 57-65, the IP address is extracted from the 
table when a call is made or received); 

wherein registering the IP address comprises: receiving an IP address allocation 
from an Internet service provider by connecting the flexible IP Internet phone to 
the Internet (see column 9 lines 30-43, the ISP gateway assigns an IP address to 
the telephone through the DHCP); and storing the allocated IP address in the IP 
storing server along with an identification number of the flexible IP Internet phone 
(see column 6 lines 57-64 and column 8 lines 36-44, the assigned IP address 
and associated telephone number is stored in database); 
wherein the allocated IP address is associated with a terminal number of the 
flexible IP Internet phone in a database of the IP storing server (see column 8 
lines 57-65, the phone number is stored in the database along with associated IP 
address); 

wherein the IP storing server updates and stores the IP address or new IP 
address whenever the IP address of the flexible IP Internet phone is changed or 
ended (see column 6 lines 57-64 and column 8 lines 36-65, IP addresses are 
assigned from the DHCP component which can have a short lease time or 
renewed when needed); 

wherein the IP storing server is configured to store a terminal generic number 
and the IP address transmitted from the flexible IP Internet phone in a table form 
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(see column 8 lines 57-65, the phone number is stored in the database along 
with associated IP address); 

wherein extracting the IP address comprises: generating a call requirement in a 
calling IP Internet phone to the flexible IP Internet phone (see column 8 lines 36- 
44); and extracting the IP address of the flexible IP Internet phone from the IP 
storing server (see column 8 lines 57-65, IP address obtained from the 
database); and 

wherein the calling IP Internet phone is one of a fixed IP Internet phone and 
another flexible IP Internet phone (see Figure 4 Box 1 00 and 1 1 9 and column 8 
lines 35-44); 

For claims 13 and 14, White discloses the method of performing IP 
Internet communication, comprising: receiving an allocation of an IP address 
from Internet service provider (ISP) (see Figure 4 Box 104) by a flexible IP 
Internet phone when the flexible IP Internet phone connects to the ISP; and 
storing the allocated IP address in a data table of a storing server along with a 
terminal number of the flexible IP Internet phone , wherein the data table is 
configured to receive a query including the terminal number of the flexible IP 
Internet phone and return the associated IP address in response to the query 
(see column 6 lines 57-64 and column 8 lines 36-65, the assigned IP address 
and associated telephone number is stored in database); and 
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further comprising receiving an incoming call to the flexible IP Internet phone by 
a calling party that has identified the IP address of the flexible IP phone from a 
query to the data table (see column 8 lines 36-65). 

For claims 17-20,' White discloses An Internet protocol (IP) communication 
system, comprising: at least one flexible IP Internet phone (see Figure 4 Box 
100) having a terminal number (see column 8 lines 57-65); an Internet service 
provider (ISP) (see Figure 4 Box 104) configured to assign a current IP address 
to the at least one flexible IP Internet phone when the at least one flexible IP 
Internet phone connects to the ISP; and an IP storing server configured to store a 
table of data associating the terminal number of the at least one flexible IP 
Internet phone with the assigned IP address (see column 6 lines 57-64 and 
column 8 lines 36-65, the assigned IP address and associated telephone number 
is stored in database); 

at least one second IP Internet phone, configured to search the IP storing server 
to determine the current IP address of the at least one flexible IP Internet phone 
to establish communication with the at least one flexible IP Internet phone (see 
column 9 lines 1 1-42, the database is queried by the calling phone and used 
DNS to associate the calling stations to complete the call); 
wherein the at least one second IP Internet phone is one of a fixed IP Internet 
phone and a flexible IP Internet phone (see Figure 4 Box 100 and 118; and 
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wherein the at least one flexible IP Internet phone is configured to provide the 
current IP address and the terminal number to the IP storing server when the ISP 
assigns the current IP address (see column 8 lines 35-44 and column 9 lines 11- 
42). 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure: Mattaway et al (6226678), Sistanizadeh (5790548), Yoshikawa 
(6222859), Thornton et al (6363065), Borella et al (6731642), La Porta et al (6434134), 
Rodwin et al (5812819), Iwami et al (5604737), Beser et al (6496867), Schneider 
(6570871) and Beser et al (6523068). 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to LAWRENCE J. BURROWES whose telephone number 
is (571 ) 270-1419. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday 8am 
- 2pm EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wing F. Chan can be reached on (571) 272-7493. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



LJB 





